[Different types of coronary stents].
GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS: Several criteria are used for coronary stent design: biocompatibility, i.e. the capacity to resist thrombotic events and corrosion, flexibility, radial force sufficient to resist elastic recoil, percentage of the lesion covered, radio-opacity, minimal shortening at opening, absence of effect on collateral branches, possibility to use small calibre probe guides, and cost. TWO CATEGORIES: Both tubular stents (self-expanding stents and balloon stents) and filamentary stents (made of stainless steel or tantalum) are used, THE IDEAL STENT: There is no one ideal stent. Choice is dictated by the characteristics of the lesion and by the status of the artery to treat.